
77 Ninth Street East
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
651-228-1800
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Executive Director

For more information, 
visit us online at:
www.ugmtc.org

INSIDE

Looking for 
half-eaten 

hamburgers out 
of a dumpster 
is not his first 
choice for a 

holiday meal.  

Many of the hungry men and women who come to the 
Mission are looking for more than just a meal — they’re 
looking to make a fresh start.

You can take the man out 
of the Mission, but ... 

Where are they now? 

This Thanksgiving, I thank God 
for YOU!

 [$00 2/6] to help provide xx meals and other care.
 [$00 3/7] to help provide xx meals and other care.
 [$00 4/8] to help provide xx meals and other care.
 $________to provide meals and care for as many poor people as possible.

My e-mail address:

_______________________________
�����������������������������������������������������������O Home        �O Office

YES, KEN! I want to join with Union Gospel Mission to make sure hungry men, struggling mothers, 
and frightened children have food, love, and care this Thanksgiving.  Here is my special holiday gift of:

Name ____________________________________________________

Address �_________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

City_______________________State __________ Zip __________
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THANK YOU!  Please make your tax-
deductible check payable to Union Gospel 
Mission.  Mail it with this meal ticket in the 
enclosed envelope to P.O. Box 64389, 
St. Paul, MN 55164-0389.  Questions?  

Call us at 651-228-1800.  www.ugmtc.org
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A traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner — just $1.92!

A message from Ken PETERSON, Executive Director
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You are a big 
reason why 
broken people 
in the Twin 
Cities are being 
restored to 
wholeness.

When you’re eating 
people’s garbage 
and living under 
a bridge, what is 
there to return to?

Churches helping Mission 
with giant holiday food drive
	 More than twenty area churches are joining with 
Union Gospel Mission this year to provide a record 
number of holiday food bags for needy families in 
the Twin Cities.  

	 Dozens of food drives are already underway, with 
drop-off times running through November 20th.

	 The collections will help the Mission expand its 
outreach this year to 500 additional families in the 
Minneapolis area, besides 
6,500 holiday bags 
that are already being 
planned.

	 For pickup dates of 
a church in your area, 
contact Chuck Fenrick  
at the Mission,  
651-431-1431.     

In the news

(continued from page 1)

Many have forgotten the homeless

(continued on back flap)

A s you and I sit down 
to a big 
Thanksgiving feast 

this year, an old man is 
going to be rummaging 
through the trash behind 
your neighborhood 
McDonald’s.
	 Looking for half-eaten 
hamburgers out of a 
dumpster is not his first 
choice for a holiday meal.  
But it’s been days since he’s 
had a decent meal.  And 
the hunger pangs simply 
won’t let him wait any 
longer.  
	 This year, I’d like to 
offer him and other hungr y 
people like him a real 
alternative — a 
traditional 
Thanksgiving 
dinner right here 
at Union Gospel 
Mission.
	 Who can 
resist the roasted 
turkey, sage 
dressing, 
cranberr y sauce, 
yams, pumpkin pie, and 
coffee?  

	 A meal like that can 
make an incredible 

difference.   
It’s a chance 
to escape the 
loneliness of 
the streets.  A 
chance to 
once again 
experience the 
warmth of 
human 
kindness.  

And perhaps rekindle the 
hope that maybe this could 

be the beginning of a new 
life.
	 [Mr. and Mrs. 
Example], this 
Thanksgiving, I’d like to 
offer all those things to 
hundreds of our homeless 
and hungr y neighbors right 
here in the Twin Cities.
	 Will you join me?
	 With all this talk about 
the recession, lost jobs, and 
bank foreclosures, many 

[Mr. and Mrs. Example], 
since the recession, many have forgotten about 
the homeless.  This Thanksgiving, I pray you’ll 
remember them.T he first time I met Jimmy, I thought he must 

be a doctor.  Or a minister.
	 He was well-

dressed, articulate, and 
ver y knowledgeable about 
organizations like ours 
that help the poor.
	 Under different 
circumstances, Jimmy 
might have been a 
business associate I was 
meeting for dinner.  But 
Jimmy had fallen on hard 
times.  Last Thanksgiving, as we sat across the table 
from each other in the Mission dining room, my 
new friend poured out his stor y.
	 Jimmy gre w up in the bayous of Louisiana in 
a home with 14 brothers and sisters.  His family 
moved to Chicago when he was 8 years old — he 

remembers because that was the year he got 
his first pair of shoes (at 8 years old!).
	 Throughout his life, pover ty seemed 
to follow Jimmy wherever he went.  When 
times were good, he found work with 
social ser vice organizations.  When times 
were lean, he would go to those same 
organizations for help.
	 Last Thanksgiving was one of those 
lean times.  But instead of being bitter, 
Jimmy said he was thankful — not only for 
the meal, but for the way ever yone at the 
Mission was treating him.    
	 “Nobody here has ever looked down on 
me,” he revealed.  “I’ve always felt respected 
and valued as a person.”
	 As we approach another Thanksgiving 
season, guys like Jimmy aren’t the only ones 
who are thankful.
	 I am thankful, too.  For the oppor tunity 
to share God’s love ever y day.  For the 
chance to offer hope to homeless and 
hungr y people.  And especially, for generous 
people like you, [Mr. and Mrs. Example]!
	 You are a big reason why broken people 
in the Twin Cities are being restored to 
wholeness.
	 Thank you for continuing to suppor t 
Union Gospel Mission — at Thanksgiving, 
and throughout the year! 

[Mr. and Mrs. 
Example], this 
Thanksgiving, I thank 
God for you!

people have forgotten about the homeless.  But we haven’t.  
And I pray you haven’t, either. 
	 Eventually this economy 
will turn around and the 
unemployed will go back to 
work.  But when you’re eating 
people’s garbage and living 
under a bridge, what is there 
to return to?
	 A holiday meal at Union 
Gospel Mission — made 
possible by a generous gift from [Mr. and Mrs. Example] — 
could help these folks turn their lives around.  
	 Now that’s something we can all be thankful for!
	 Please give generously this Thanksgiving.  I can almost 
guarantee you it will turn into a life-changing moment for 
someone in need.
	 Thank you.  And Happy Thanksgiving to you and your 
family.   


