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A MESSAGE FROM KEN PETERSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Hooray for the
‘heavenly realists’
— and not just
because I'm one

glass is always half-full. I prefer to call myself

a “heavenly realist.” I see what God can do.
And I know no obstacle is too big for God to do His
redeeming work.

Remember Moses standing at the edge of the
Red Sea with the Egyptian army in hot pursuit? Some
thought that was the end of Moses and the Israelites.
But Moses knew God could take the most hopeless
situation and turn it into something positive.

The Lord did it then. And he’s doing it today.
Right here at the Union Gospel Mission.

As we enter our busiest time of year, it’s easy
for some people to be overwhelmed by so many
folks asking for help. But “heavenly realists” see it
differently.

We believe this
is an opportunity
for hurting people
to discover God’s
grace. Experience
His unfailing love.

s ome people say I'm an optimist. For me, the

No obstacle is
too big for
God to do His

red eemin g And Watc.h as Fhis
community joins hands
WO rk. once again to give hope

to people who thought
all was lost.

If you are one of those “heavenly realists” like me,
thank you for helping to feed and care for our hungry
neighbors this holiday season. If youre not, I invite
you to join us and see how God can use you to be a
blessing to others.

God is amazing. So are all of you. Thanks for
supporting the Mission!
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This holiday, you have given the needy

a reason to celebrate

Thank you for providing meals, warm clothing — and hope! — for so many in need

Struggling families
find hope when

you give during the
holidays.

Thanks to you, there

will be enough
Thanksgiving turkey o
for everyone.

Volunteering is a great
way to give back.

A hot meal really can »
lead to new life! (o]

Your kindness puts food
on their plates and hope )
in their hearts!
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Where are they now?

odd went from being the CEO of his own software firm to sleeping on the floor
of a crackhouse — not because of an economic downturn, but because of his

addiction to drugs. “I had one foot in the country club, and another in the ‘hood,
he says. But all that changed when he came to Union Gospel Mission. There's a chance
he might still go to prison for the crimes he committed. But he says because of the
Mission, “If | go, I'll have God in my heart and I'll be sober.”
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Discount tickets to
Holiday Lights
available online

Union Gospel Mission will once
again be one of the featured charities
benefiting from the upcoming Holiday
Lights in the Park.

If you’re planning to visit
December 11-13, you can also get a
discount on tickets by going to the
Mission’s Web site, www.ugmtc.org.

Last year, the Mission — and three
other local charities — shared $50,000
in what Mayor Chris Coleman
proclaimed “a new holiday tradition in
St. Paul.”

This year, visitors will once again
be treated to a spectacular array of
holiday lights and animated displays as
part of a half-mile drive through Phalen
Park, along Lake Phalen.

The event runs a total of six weeks,
from November 24 to December 31.

Visit our

Web site

or more stories like these,
For specific information about
our many programs, go to
www.ugmic.org. You can also use
our Web site to:
e Learn about volunteer
opportunities.
* Find out about upcoming
events.
* Give a cash gift through

our secure donation site.




