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Home (not so) sweet home |
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When all it takes is $1.88 to feed someone who is hungry
and hurting, your gift can go a long way to helping a
desperately needy man, woman, or child make a fresh start.
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Sacrificial
| giving brings
. special blessing

ack isn’t the largest donor the Mission
has, but he is one of the most generous.
“I was on the streets of St. Paul
myself,” he told me. “The Mission fed
me many times. Now I want to give back.”

His thoughtfulness is amazing, but
even more incredible is the sacrifice he is
willing to make.

“I am a disabled veteran living in a
converted garage in Northern Minnesota,”
he continued. “I heat with wood to save
on energy costs. My budget is limited, but
God wants me to sacrifice and help my
brothers who are still on the streets.”

I know many
of you also give
sacrificially, for which
I am deeply grateful.
It reminds me of the
account in 1 Kings,
Chapter 17, where
the widow gives her
last bit of oil and
flour to feed Elijah.
Her reward for being
obedient, even at
great personal risk:
She never went hungry again!

My prayer is that you, too, will be
abundantly blessed for following the
Lord’s leading.

Thank you for giving from your heart
— and touching the hearts of others in
such desperate need.

“My budget

is limited, but
God wants me
to sacrifice
and help

my brothers
who are still
on the streets.”

Gratefully,

Al Ffon

Been there, done that!

Why Tony never wants to go back

ome people
need the
Serenity Prayer

to help keep them
sober. Others need
a sobriety coin in
their pocket.

All Tony
needs is to show
up for work
each morning.

“It helps keep
me sober,
seeing what
I used to
be like.”

Tony works in a
shelter for chronic
alcoholics — men
who are homeless,
destitute, and want
nothing more than
to get drunk.

“It helps keep
me sober, seeing what I
used to be like and how
my life could have turned
out,” he explains.

Tony found sobriety,
and a way to stay strong
with God’s help, at the

Thanks to your gifts, Tony is now giving back to his community, working in a
shelter for chronic alcoholics.

Union Gospel Mission.
Now he’s dedicated his
life to helping others.
“If there’s some little
thing I can do to relieve
hardship, that makes me
feel the best,” he says.

“Sometimes, just getting a
guy to take a shower is a
miracle.”

Thank you for giving,
and making it possible for
people like Tony to turn
their lives around.

Home (not so) sweet home

ave grew up in an
alcoholic household.
His grandfather was

an alcoholic. So were his
mom and dad.

So it’s no surprise
that Dave says he became
addicted “the first time I
took a drink.”

But alcohol never
offered Dave anything but
misery and pain. His dad
was abusive. His mother

(continued on page 4)

When Dave was battllng alcoholism, he was befriended by a "big

biker dude”.

Today he is Dave’s sponsor, and one of his best friends.

In My Own Words

“Grab your things, kids.

I"

We're never coming back!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sandy
and her husband went to
work and went to church.
People thought they were
doing all right, but they
weren’t. Here, in Sandy’s
own words, is how her life
unraveled. And how your
gifts have given her and her
kids a new lease on life.

By Sandy

y husband drove
a truck. He was
home maybe two,

three times a month for a day
or two at a time.

One day I came home
early and my husband’s car
was in the driveway. I went
into the house, opened our
bedroom door and found
my husband with my best
friend. I said, “Grab your
things, kids. We’re never
coming back!”

We didn’t
have a car or any
money. We had
nowhere to go.
That’s how we
ended up at the
Union Gospel Mission.

At first, I didn’t do well.
I went from making my own

decisions to a very structured ~ Paul, just two blocks from my

“We’ll make it
through this.
This is just
temporary.”

The homes are just two blocks apart, but there is a world of difference
between the house where Sandy’s marriage fell apart and where she
lives now. Where she works hard to be a good example for her kids.

environment. It was both
tough and humbling. But the
people here were so
loving. We realized
that people cared
and God cared.
“We’ll make it

telling the kids. “This is just
temporary.”
Today, we live in east St.

through this,” I kept

old house. I’'m the Human
Resources Assistant at the
Mission, and I'm going to
school to get my degree.

I have a happy life by the
grace of God. I'm working
hard and I'm determined
to be a good example for
my kids. My oldest is even
talking about going into
ministry someday. How
about that!

Visit our Web site

For more stories like these, or specific information
about our many programs, go to www.ugmtc.org.
You can also use our Web site to:

e Learn about volunteer opportunities
e Find out about upcoming events
e Give a cash gift through our secure donation site




