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1= rebuilding lives,

To hell and back

Many anguished souls who come to the Mission discover the peace that passes understanding

These are often the agonizing circumstances
surrounding homelessness in the Twin Cities.

D rugs. Chronic unemployment. Nagging poverty.

Once depressed,

But no matter how bad things get, there’s always hope ...

Dana found hope in

— A few places compare
I to the Mission

t the Union Gospel Mission, we don’t
Ajudge people for what they can’t do. We
help them discover what they can do to
fulfill God’s plan for their lives.
Mike is a good example. For months,
he lived in his car parked right outside the
Mission — unable to admit he had a serious
drinking problem.

Drugs almost killed

Lee bhefore he found

a new life in Christ

very time life got
hard, Lee would use bit of that strength, too.

He would need every

Lee knows the road to recovery
will be a long one. But at least

the “Promise-land”

994 didn’t start out
1 as a very good year
for Dana.

Within a few months,
she lost her job, found out
she had diabetes, ended up
on welfare, and suffered

around education. She

was living on her own and
couldn’t afford college. The
Promise Program was her
ticket to a higher education —
through a cooperative
arrangement between

#,

The Mission helped Dana to
discover she is a gifted writer.
Now she has published her
first book — and is working
on a sequel.

to conquer the world.

“As humans, we don’t want to give drugs to ease the pain.  Because while he was in our he doesn’t have to face it alone. depression so Union Gospel “Being at the Mission did
up control of 01’1r Fres” The cadl 19mi Cr:ack. Marijuana. recovery program, his father _ seyerely that she “Bein g at the Mission and three “Ehings for me,” Dana
eventually, he realized the Mission might be Any“fhlng he could find. died. Then his mother. he finally e_arned his QED. tried to take her Mission helped Crown College. says. It .helped me recognize
“my last chance to get help” and joined our “Drugs were . . Then an uncle. At graduation, he receiveda  own life. More P For the next I’m a child of God and that
Discipleship Program. The day his counselor takmg me down Every time I Then a close stal}dmg ovation. Peoplewere  than once. me recognize 11 months, makes me important. It gave
ereamed Wi At Godl sl loved i, s 1 ’;lhe }ilghway to found myself fr1enf1 who was crying, they were S0 proud Before the year I'm a child ~Dama worked me hppe for my future.
was radically transformed. h ell,” he admits. i J also“m recovery. of all Lee had achieved. was over, though, God and hard. And And it enabled me to i

Today, he’s the Resident Manager of the I could have joyous an Every time Today, he is employed at ~ Dana joined our Of od an studied harder. continue my education.
program. Having reached seven years of died fro.m' free, the devil I found myself a restaurant in West St..Paul. Promise Program, (14t makes me She dlscovetred Today, she has published
sobriety, he says his life is the best it’s my addlctlop.” tried to knock joyous e.md.free, Lee knows there will where .she came imbortant.” shg was a gifted her first book (and is already
ever been But he didn’t. the devil tried to be challenges ahead as he to realize, “I P : writer and had working on a sequel), wants

X Instead, he came me down.”  knock me down,” travels down the long road don’t have to just extraordinary to go back to get her master’s

“It used to be just me and the bottle,” he
recalls. Now his life is filled with his children
and grandchildren.

The Mission
knows all about
rebuilding broken
lives. Our success

to complete recovery. He’s
just glad he no longer has
to face these inner demons
all alone.

to the Union Lee says. “I
Gospel Mission, where he prayed God would get me
learned how to stand strong  back to where I belonged.”
in the face of temptation. It took Lee 12 months, but

Why John gave up living
faithful friends like you. mercy, and the Iike ad king
generous support

of faithful friends like you. That’s a powerful J

wallow in misery. I can do

something to get better.”
A big part of her

unhappiness centered

computer skills. By the

time she graduated from

the Promise Program in the
summer of ‘95, she was ready

degree, and is currently on
the Promise Program staff,
teaching proofreading and

Our success is deeply advanced keyboarding.

rooted in two factors:
God’s mercy, and the
is deeply rooted in

enerous support o
& PP f two factors: God’s

ONE FINAL THOUGHT:

Each of these stories could
have ended tragically. But
your compassion (and God’s
grace!) stepped in at just the
right time. Because of you,

Gateway Program for
ex-felons reentering
community life. By the time
John qualified for probation,
he was ready for a new
direction in life. That’s how
he ended up at the Union
Gospel Mission.

ohn is employed as a grill
cook at Bobby and Steve’s

Auto World in
Minneapolis. A few

like a king with all the
money, drugs, and booze he

« A . wanted. But he also
I'was hanging served four years

combination in the fight against homelessness
and poverty. It’s also a big reason so many
people in the Twin Cities have hope today.

Ehe cho}ilces friends like) Y?lfl ff[lake today months ago, he was around the  in prison. Over the next 18 months, Lee, John, and Dana — and
really can change someone s lite tomorrow “Employee of the “I was hanging  John completed the LifeNet, .o
— and for years to come. ' Month.” And he’s Wrong people, around with the WorkNet, and SuccessNet many oth?rs at the Mission —
Thank you for choosing Union been clean and domg the wrong people, doing programs. At the Mission, have received a second

Gospel Mission.

A F i o

sober for more than
five years.

Big accomplishment
for a former
hardcore gang
member. John once lived

people took him under their
wing and supported him
when things were tough.

“They helped me to do
the things I needed to do to
be a better person.”

chance. Thanks to friends
like you, their lives will never
be the same.

wrong things ‘Fhe wrong things
. it was a lousy life,”
1t was a

: John says.
lousy life.”

When John was ready to give up

gang life and pursue a new direction

in life, the Mission was there for him
— thanks to gifts from friends like you.

Lousy, that is,
until John met
Larry Lotzer, Director of our




