
77 Ninth Street East
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
651-228-1800
Ken Peterson, 
Executive Director

For more information, 
visit us online at:
www.ugmtc.org

I N S I D E

W hen winter strikes — and the 
weather in the Twin Cities turns 
bitterly cold — some homeless 

people sleep under bridges.  Others cover 
themselves with cardboard and sleep in an 
alleyway.
	 Last year, Matt sought refuge in quiet 
neighborhoods in east St. Paul, under 
people’s front porches. 
	 “I’d spend three or four days scouting 
out neighborhoods,” Matt explained.  
“Then after dark, I’d find somewhere that 
looked like it would block out the wind 
and snow and would crawl underneath for 
the night.”
	 Did he ever get caught?
	 “A couple times, but 

Today’s forecast: 
cold ... and miserable!

Dirty clothes ... and dirty 
looks

Outdated sandwiches 
meant he really was all 
on his own

Eight is enough! 
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My e-mail address:
_______________________________
�����������������������������������������������������������O Home        �O Office

THANK YOU!  Please make your tax-deductible check 
payable to Union Gospel Mission.  Mail it with this coupon in 
the enclosed envelope to 77 Ninth St. East, St. Paul, MN 55101.  
Questions?  Call us at 651-228-1800.  www.ugmtc.org

YES, K en!  While the Twin Cities is in the grip of another cold Minnesota winter, I want to provide 
hot meals and safe, warm shelter and care for our homeless and hungry neighbors.  I�m enclosing:    

N110-2010

Homeless people �nd winters in 
the Twin Cities agonizing

(continued on back)

2010 Winter Surviv al Coupon

Today’s forecast
usually I was gone before the cops 
arrived.”  	
	 During that time, survival meant 
stealing sandwiches from the local 
convenience store and occasionally 
ducking into a gas station to warm up 
for a few minutes.  
	 “The feeling of not knowing where 
you’re gonna stay or where your next 
meal is coming from is 
awful,” he continues.  
“That was my rock 
bottom.”   
	 Compare that to 
today, when he says 
the Mission — and friends like you — 
helped him get sober, get God, and get 
his life back in order.
	 Now, Matt has a beautiful house in 
Ramsey, a girlfriend he cares deeply 
about, and no desire to drink any more.    
	 “To think ... I once chose alcohol 
over all this!” he says.   
	 Minnesota winters can be brutal when 
you’re living on the streets.  But your gifts to 
the Union Gospel Mission are providing 
these folks with new hope — along with 
hot meals, warm, safe shelter, and the 
chance to make a new start.  
	 Because of your kindness, Matt’s life 
— and the lives of so many other hurting 
people — have been changed forever.
	 Thank you for helping, and in many 
cases, literally saving their lives.

(continued from page 1)

Matt says he 
hit rock bottom 

when he became 
homeless.

8 facts  you may NOT know about a Minnesota winter
�Snowfall in northern Minnesota averages about 60 
inches a year; in the southern part, 40 inches.

�Lake Superior creates its own weather.  Each winter, 
moist air blows inland, condenses, and falls as snow.

�Minnesota averages about 16 snowstorms each year.

Snow is the main form of winter precipitation, although 
freezing rain, ice, and sleet are also common.

Tower, Minnesota, holds the coldest temperature on 
record for a U.S. city: -60º.  Brrrrr!

�In 1975, a deadly blizzard killed 15,000 head of cattle 
when the train carrying them 
got stuck in a snow drift.

�In a snowstorm, “highway 
helper” trucks often get to 
disabled vehicles faster than 
the highway patrol.  

The average temperature in 
the Twin Cities from December 
to February is between 14º  
and 18°.
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�To think ... 
I once chose 
alcohol over 
all this.�

March 13th, 2010

Go online to ugmtc.org for 
more information.

Mark your 
calendars

As the temperatures 
dip, the demand 
for warm winter 
clothing increases at 
the Mission.  We are 
currently in need of 
the following items:

�s���7inter coats

�s���"�O�O�T�S
�s���+�N�I�T���H�A�T�S
�s���’�L�O�V�E�S
�s���7�H�I�T�E���S�O�C�K�S
�s���,�O�N�G���U�N�D�E�R�W�E�A�R
�s����-�E�N���S���U�N�D�E�R�W�E�A�R���S�I�Z�E�S��

30-32 and 34-36

�s����0�R�O�F�E�S�S�I�O�N�A�L���C�L�O�T�H�I�N�G 
for men and women 
who are job-seeking

[Mr. and Mrs. 
Jonathan Q. 
Example],  
we couldn’t have 
done it without you!
2009 was an incredible 
year here at the Union 
Gospel Mission, despite the 
stagnant economy.  

And you’re a big reason 
why.  Looking back, we know 
it was God’s grace — and 

generous friends like you, 
[Mr. and Mrs. Example] —  
that allowed us to help so 
many homeless and hungry 
people in the Twin Cities.  

Here�s what we were able to 
accomplish together ...
�s��������������������N�U�T�R�I�T�I�O�U�S���M�E�A�L�S��

served.
�s����������W�O�M�E�N���A�N�D���C�H�I�L�D�R�E�N��

received safe shelter.
�s������������������P�O�U�N�D�S���O�F���C�L�O�T�H�I�N�G��

distributed.
�s������������M�E�N���T�A�U�G�H�T���T�O���R�E�B�U�I�L�D��

their lives.

�s������������P�E�O�P�L�E���F�U�R�T�H�E�R�I�N�G���T�H�E�I�R��
education.

�s����������������M�E�N�����W�O�M�E�N�����A�N�D��
children received 
emergency dental care.

	 �.�O�W�������������I�S���H�E�R�E���A�N�D��
the challenge is greater than 
ever.  That’s why I hope you 
will choose to renew your 
commitment to the Union 
Gospel Mission.

Thank you for helping to 
change lives!

Especially for you, [Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Q. Example] 

�O [$002or6] to help provide [2or6] meals and other care.	
�O [$003or7] to help provide [3or7] meals and other care.
��O [$004or8] to help provide [4or8] meals and other care.

�O $__________ to help provide meals 
and other care for as many poor people as 
possible.

�P�B�g�#�� �V�c�Y�� �B�g�h�#�� �?�d�c�V�i�]�V�c�� �F�#�� �:�m�V�b�e�a�Z�R
�P�B�Z�g�`�a�Z�� �>�c�X�#�R
�P�,�%�&�� �E�^�`�Z�� �H�i�g�Z�Z�i�R
�P�H�j�^�i�Z�� �,�%�%�R
�P�H�Z�V�i�i�a�Z�!�� �L�6�� �.�-�&�%�&�"�)�%�%�(�R


